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1 TRAESss. v. 21. 


Prove all things : hold faſt that which is good. 


WIEN the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
was firſt preached in the city of Theſſalonica, 

it was very cordially received by multitudes; though 
the Jews who reſided there were the occaſion of 
much confuſion, and oppoſition. But amongſt the 
new converts, there was a fault, which perhaps is 
common to perſons who begin to be convinced of 
the importance of religious truth. Their reverence 
for their miniſters was ſo great, that they received 
their teſtimony without heſitation; neglecting to 
conſult the infallible ſources of information which 
were in their hands, and to which an appeal had 
been made. This implicit faith is ſpoken of with 
diſapprobation, and leſt it ſhould be a precedent 
to others, in building their faith on the authority of 
man, 
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man, rather than on the oracles of God; a particu- 
lar account is given of the manner in which the in- 
habitants of Berea received the word, which, as it 
was totally different from the apparent negligence 
of the Theſſalonians, was honoured with the warmeſt 
applauſe. 1 
The Bereans finding that Paul and Silas, who 
brought the goſpel amongſt them, appealed to the 
inſpired writings of the Old Teſtament for many 
things which they advanced; thought it incumbent 
on them carefully to examine the quotations which 
were made. Theſe enquirers after truth, would if 
take nothing upon truſt; nor would they ſuffer any 
man, however exalted his ſtation in the Church of 
Chriſt, to determine the ſenſe of ſcripture for them. 
Their miniſters had referred them to the ſacred 
oracles, and the ſacred oracles they were reſolved 
to conſult, | | 
This was a conduct which diſcovered the love of 
truth, and a diſpoſition to embrace it: It was a 
conduct which gave no offence to Paul and Silas, 
who conſcious of the authority on which they had 
ſpoken, encouraged the people in the exerciſe of 
their liberty. Neither was it offenſive to God: 
on the contrary, the ſacred writer of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles was inſtructed in his relation of this 
matter to apply to it the epithet of NOBLE. 
« Theſe were more Noble than thoſe in Theſſa- 
lonica; in that they received the word with all 
readineſs of mind, and ſearched the er daily, 
whether tboſe things — IE 
The Theſſalonians afterwards became very emi- 
nent for their zeal in the profeſſion of the goſpel; 
and St. Paul ſaw reaſon to applaud their ſtedtaſtneſs 


f amidſt 
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amidſt. the perſecutions to which they were expoſed 
by their profeſſion; yet was he deſirous that their 
« faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom of man, but 
in the power of God.” If, therefore, there had 
been any thing faulty in their reception of the goſ- 
pel at firſt, if they had neglected to examine the 
ſacred ſcriptures for themſelves, our apoſtle was not 
willing that ſuch weakneſs and credulity ſhould con-, 
tinue to diſgrace their chriſtian profeſſion. He was, 
not only deſirous that they ſhould receive the 
chriſtian doctrine, but be ſatisfied with the ground 
on which it reſts, and able to defend it againſt its 
enemies, This appears to be the deſign of that ex- 
hortation contained in the paſſage now under con- 
ſideration, Prove all things: hold faſt that which is 
good; In the following addreſs, I deſign | 


T. To maintain, and defend the right of private 
judgment, and of a free enquiry after truth. | 

IT. Shew that it is the duty of every one to fol- 
low his convictions, and ſteadily 'adhere to thoſe 
principles which appear to him to be juſt, and 
ſcriptural. And conſequently 36s | 

III. That no one ought to ſuffer any diſgrace 
or puniſhment for the exerciſe of that liberty, which 
the goſpel not only allows, but requires us to 
maintain. | 


I. I ſhall take occaſion to maintain and defend 
the right of private judgment, and of a free enquiry 
after truth. | 

If it were neceſſary to ſay any thing more than 
has already been advanced, in order to prove that 
the ſacred ſcriptures allow and enjoin this liberty, I 
might refer you to a variety of paſſages, which all 
contain a language ſimilar to that of the text. Such 

B 2 as 


* 
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as theſe, Search the ſcriptures.”* * Believe not 
every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they be of 
God.” f © I ſpeak to wiſe men, judge ye what I 

« Not that we have dominion over your 
faith, but are helpers of your joy.“ 

That theſe texts are all favourable to the right of 
chriſtians to enquire, and form their own judgment 
of religious truth, none but“ men of perverſe 
minds“ will attempt to deny, | 

But, if the ſacred ſcriptures had been entirely 
filent upon the ſubject, your liberty, my hearers, 
would {till reſt on grounds too firm to be in danger 
of an overthrow. In this caſe, we need only con- 
fult the conſtitution of our natures. - Wherefore 
did God furniſh us with thoſe faculties which we 
poſſeſs? Why did he make us capable of reaſoning 
about different ſubjects? Wherefore did “ the 
breath of the Almighty give us underſtanding ?” 
If our reaſoning powers are not to be exerciſed, can 
we aſſign a motive to the divine conduct for the 
beſtowment of them? And if given to be exer- 
ciſed, (which no one will deny) where can we em- 
ploy them to ſuch advantage, as upon the impor- 
tant matters of religion? Our obligation to examine 
into ſubjects, to conſider their evidence, and ſubmit 
to their influence ; is proportioned to their impor- 
tance. Matters of little moment have but little 
claim on our attention, Trifles may be trifled 
with: but ſurely it is a ſtrong mark of folly to 
treat ſubjects of weight and moment with any 
degree of indifference. And what can be of fo 
much conſequence to any man as religious truth ? 
The moſt ſerious concerns of the preſent life are 


John v. 39, +1 John iv. 1. 1 1Cor.x.15. || 2 Cor, i. 24, 
| but 
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but impertinent trifles in compariſon with what re- 
lates to eternity. And yet what man will ſuffer his 
neighbour to think and determine for him in the 
management of his worldly affairs? Does not 
every one claim the right of 3 his own 


buſineſs ? and would he not think himſelf affronted 
by the unſought interference of others? What is 
it then which can debar him from the exerciſe of - 
the ſame liberty in thoſe things which are confeſ- 
ſedly the deareſt to him? 

It certainly ought not to be taken for granted by 
any one that he may blindly follow the opinions of 
others in the concerns of religion without riſque. 
| You cannot be perſuaded to think there is no dan- 
ger of being miſled in that which relates to the 
preſent life. You cannot be taught ſuch a reve- 
rence for any man's knowledge of trade and com- 
merce, as to commit yourſelves wholly to him 
without ſome attention to his meaſures, You will 
enquire, and fee, and determine for yourſelves. If 
then, you act thus in matters which are more clear 
and leſs important, why ſhould you reſign your 
underſtandings to any man, or to any ſet of men, 
in thoſe which are attended with more difficulty, 
and which are of infinite moment? 

Beſides, it is on the power and the opportunity 
which God has given us for enquiry and informa- 
tion that our reſponſibility to him depends. An 
idiot or a maniac cannot be conſidered as an ac- 
countable creature: neither is a pagan equally ac- 
countable with ourſelves. Our reaſoning faculties, 
and our opportunities of employing them to ad- 
vantage, are what render us in a peculiar degree 
reſponſible to our Maker. For * to whom much 
is given, of him much will be required.” God 
will take into conſideration: every man's apportu- 

b nities 


6 CuRISTIANT LIibERTY; or, 


nities of knowing his will, and of being informed 
of the great concerns of ſalvation. So that he who 
fins with the Law; will be judged by the Law.” 

If then I muſt give an account of myſelf unto 
God, is it not reaſonable that I ſhould enquire, 
and think and act for myſelf? And if every other 
man muſt give an account of himſelf, is it not 
reaſonable that he ſhould enjoy the ſame hberty ? 
I perſuade myſelf there is not a perſon within theſe 
walls but would think it a gfievous thing to be 
placed in a ſituation of reſponſibility, while a power 
of thinking and acting as appears right to him is 
denied. Which of you would not ſay, If i am to 
be accountable, I will be left to follow my judg- 
ment, and act in that way which I judge to be beſt ? 
If men who preſume to lord it over conſcience ; 

who inſiſt on drawing up articles of faith for other 
perſons; who preſcribe to them the mades of divine 
worſhip; who dictate the terms of communion, 
and lay down the rules of church government: if, 
I fay, theſe men were anſwerable for all the errors 
into which they lead us, there would be fome reaſon 
for ſubmitting to their authority. If we could be 
aſſured that in the great and terrible day of the 
Lord this plea will be valid; “the Rulers of our 
* church undertook to think and judge for us, we 
te thought their opportunities for enquiry better 
e than our own, their wiſdom ſuperior to outs, 
« and therefore we gave up the direction of our 
cc conſciences to them; we adopted their creeds, 
« and conformed to their worſhip;” in that caſe 
we might ſafely ſubmit ourſelves to the direction 
of ſuch men. But if on the other hand, it will 
then · appear to be highly culpable “ to have re- 
ceived for doctrines the commandments of men,” 
and contrary to the Law of Chriſt © to have called 
any 
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any . man our maſter upon earth;” if, in a word, 
every one of us muſt give an account of HIMSELF 
unto God, the unavoidable concluſion is, that 
every man not only may, but ought, to think for 
himſelf; he ought to adopt thoſe religious prin- 
ciples which appear to hum to be moſt conformable 
to the ſacred oracles; and purſue that conduct, 
which he judges to be moſt agreeable to the laws 
of his Maker. If he miſtake, his miſtakes are to 
himſelf; if he have been a ſerious, diligent enquirer 
after truth, we have nothing to do with him; © t 4 
6 his own maſter he ſtands or falls ;”” let him be le | 
| in the hands of that God who © judgeth righteouſly.” 
The condition of ſuch a perſon, in my view, is. 
preferable to that of the man, who if he have em- G 
braced truth, has embraced it only as the religion 
of his country ; who has never examined its evi- 
dence, is unable © to give a reaſon of the hope that 
is in him,” and would have embraced any different 
or oppoſite principles, if they had been found in 
the national creed. 
Added to theſe conſiderations, it is manifeſt in- 
| Juſtice to the cauſe of truth to deny the right of 
private judgment, and of free enquiry. When a 
perſon is taking pains to prevent a fair and candid 
examination of his principles, a ſuſpicion naturally 
ariſes that he is in pain for them, that he is aware 
of objections which he cannot anſwer, and that he 
may be compelled to give up what he knows it to 
be his intereſt to maintain. The conduct of ſuch 
a perſon is perfectly conſiſtent with the maxims of 
worldly policy, and the exiſtence of his party ; but 
Truth is inſulted by ſuch a mode of defence. Truth 
wants no concealment, diſdains all artifice, ſtands 
forward, courts enquiry, challenges examination. 
Truth truſts to herſelf for her own ſupport, rejects 
the 
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the proffered aſſiſtance of an arm of fleſh. Her 
friends cannot offer a greater affront to her than 
when they diſcover any fears about her fafety. 
There was the utmoſt juſtice in the remark of the 
learned Gamaliel : „If this counſel, or this work 
be bf men, it will come to nought : but if it be of 
God, ye cannot overthrow it; leſt haply ye be 
found to fight againſt God “.“ 7, 
I think I am warranted in ſaying, that if the 
truth ever ſhould be completely extirpated, and 
error univerſally prevail, it will be principally owing 
to the negligence of the people, in not thinking 
and judging, for themſelves : for this may, be laid 
down as a certain maxim, that implicit faith on the 
py of the people will render their miniſters indo- 
nt and impoſing : but while it is a ſettled princi- 
ple with the people to receive nothing as true which 
they have not examined for themſclves, the con- 
trary to this will be the caſe. A ſpirit of enquiry 
in the people will produce in miniſters a careful 
examination of the doctrines they preach. It 
would not be difficult to trace all the monſtrous 
errors of Popery, to the want of ſuch a ſpirit. 
The people reſigned their right of thinking and 
judging, and truſting every thing which challenged 
their belief to their prieſts, quickly embraced tran- 
ſubſtantiation, and other abſurdities as parts of the 
chriſtian faith. Suffer me in this place to convey 
my own ideas in the words of a judicious writer 7.— 
«© Whenever the chriſtian laity grow unconcerned 
« what principles their teachers inculcate, when 
cc they begin implicitly to receive what they ad- 
« vance, and ſtupidly to venerate the miniſterial 


Acts v. 38, 39. 
+ Mr. Lawthion, in a ſermon preached at Kendal. 


« cha- 
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tr character; whenever they ſuffer their minds to 
te be brought into a ſervile and ſenſeleſs ſubjection 
ce to prieſtly authority, and omit to think, to rea- 
ce ſon, and judge for themſelves, they preſently fink. 
« into the moſt barbarous 1gnorance, are over- 
« whelmed with groſs ſuperſtition, and are in dan- 
« ger of being befooled with ſcandalous deluſions. 
* But ſuppoſing there was no danger of this; but 
«© on the contrary the utmoſt ſecurity that miniſters 
« will continue diligent and honeſt, notwithſtanding 
* the negligence or inadvertency of their people ; 
© yet what good end could their repeated inſtruc- 
« tions anſwer, if not attended to and conſidered ? 
«To what purpoſe -thall they reaſon and argue 
« upon any point, if thoſe who hear them do not 
« judge of what they ſay? What can the moſt 
« powerful motives avall, if not deliberately weighed 
2 by thoſe to whom they are propounded? What 
can teaching ſignify if thoſe who ſhould learn 
« give no heed to what is ſpoken? While this is 
« the caſe, the beſt means muſt be ineffectual; 
© and men muſt continue ignorant, under the 
« faireſt advantages of attaining knowledge.“ 

Having thus offered a few conſiderations tending 
to eſtabliſh the right of private judgment, and a. 
free enquiry after tru), agreeable to the Apoſtolic 
exhortation © prove all things,” I proceed 

II. To repreſent it as the duty of every one 
ſteadily to adhere to thoſe principles which upon a 
fair and ſerious examination appear to be true.— 
Hold faſt that which is good.” —By © that which 
<« 1s good,” we are doubtleſs to underſtand, that 
which appears ſo 10 the engquirer. : 

A caviller muſt not here be allowed to ſay, that 
by good can only be underſtood that which is 
firifily and properly true, and that it will be _— 
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ful for men to hold different and oppoſite doctrines. 


This will often be the conſequence of a free en- 
quiry after truth, When the moſt accurate and 
iligent reſearches into the meaning of*ſcripture 
have been made, reſearches which have been con- 
ducted with great caution and fervent prayer; wiſe, 
and good, and learned men have ſtill differed from 
each other. Every underſtanding is not alike ſtrong 
and vigorous. Our early prejudices and aſſocia- 


tions have been different. We have formed con- 


nections with different denominations; we have 
received a bias from that particular denomination 
with which we have been moſt in the habits of in- 
tercourſe: it will not therefore be at all extraordi- 
nary. if enquiries conducted under the influence of 
different early prejudices are not brought exactly to 
the ſame iſſue. But that iſſue to which they are 
brought, be it what it may, is the good which we 
are to hold faſt. If error appears to me to be 
truth, it is my duty to hold it faſt till I can diſco- 
ver its nature, and am convinced of my miſtake. 
If the determination of what is good is not left 
with every man; if the good which he is to hold faſt 
be not that which be apprehends to be the true ſenſe 
and meaning of the word of God, where is chriſ- 


tian liberty? we ſap her fourations, we overthrow 


every principle which I have been attempting to 
ſupport, and we make the laſt clauſe of our text to 
contradict the firſt, If every man is not to judge 
for himſelf of that good which he ought to hold 
faſt, a door is open for the entrance of ſome reli- 
"na judge into the church, ſome lord of con- 
cience, the very perſon whom our Saviour exchudes 
in the following words: © and call no man your 
maſter upon earth, for one is your maſter, even 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and all ye are brethren *.” And again: 
« The princes of the gentiles exerciſe dominion 
over them, and they that are great exerciſe autho- 
rity upon them; but thus it ſhall not be amongſt 
you: but whoſoever will be great amongſt you, let 
him be your ſervant ; and whoſoever will be chief, 
let him be your miniſter.” | 

It may not be improper to add, that the exhorta- 
tion © hold faſt that which is good,” is not ſo to be 
underſtood as if we were obliged to maintain an un- 
alterable regard to thoſe principles which we now 
believe; be the evidence hereafter laid before us 
that they are erroneous what it may. Brethren, we 
ought always to be ready to. receive inſtruction. . 
We are not to be ſo prejudiced in favour of any 
principles, as to determine that we will hear nothing 
againſt them; for though it be commanded © that 
we believe not every ſpirit;” yet are we required 
ce to try the ſpirits.” Our minds ſhould always be 
open to conviction, and if we refuſe to follow our 
convictions, we prove ourſelves deficient in princi- 
ple and incur the charge of hypocriſy, | 

I apprehend that the precept contained in the 
rext is then followed, when that which in our pre- 
ſent views appears to be true is profeſſed and reſo- 
lutely maintained. Then do we hold faſt that 
which is good when we are not to be prevailed with, 
upon any conſideration whatſoever, to reject as falſe 
what we believe to be true, nor to receive as true 
that which we believe is falſe, | 

Many conſiderations may be urged to draw us 
from the profeſſion of the truth, or in other words, 
to prevail with us to reject that which we think is 
good. The plea of intereſt may be urged, the 


Matt. xxili. 8. 
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path of honour may be ſet before us, or the ſeat of 
power may be placed in our view; but if the pur- 
chaſe is to be made at the expence of truth, and 
conſcience, a chriſtian poſſeſſed of the firmneſs 


which the text requires, will refuſe it. It may be 


urged, that our opinions are ſingular; this ſhould 


make us careful to examine, but does not confute 


them. We may be told that men of great piety 
and wiſdom, and learning, have condemned our 
tenets as dangerous: but/as men of great fame in 
theſe reſpects have often been convinced of their 
own miſtakes, and not only recanted them, but af- 
terwards laboured to “ eſtabliſh the faith, which 
they formerly deſtroyed,” this is a conſideration 
which . ſhould operate no further than to make us 


anxious to know the truth, and excite us to be fo 


much the more ſtrict in the inveſtigation of it. It 
may be urged again, that the liberty which we have 
undertaken to defend, has produced a great variety 
of ſects and parties in the church of Chriſt; and 
has been deſtructive of that uniformity which is ſo 
beautiful and edifying. But what is uniformity 
without principle? While ſectaries are honeſt men, 
deſirous of knowing and of following the truth, 
they have a ſatisfaction in their principles and modes 
of worſhip which they could not recover by the 
ſacrifice of them to a fancied uniformity. A fancied 
uniformity .1 ſay; for while there is ſuch a diſ- 
cordancy in ſentiments and views as 1s known to 
prevail amongſt thoſe who conform to the ſame 
religious rites, ſubſeribe the ſame creeds, and join 
in the ſame ſupplications to heaven, the boaſted 
uniformity is but ideal, Diverſity of religious opi- 
nions is not peculiar to the ſectaries, as they are in- 
vidiouſly called, it equally prevails amongſt con- 
formiſts to national eſtabliſhments ; but with this 

difference, 
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difference, that the ſectaries have not the guilt of 


ſubſcribing creeds which they do not believe, to 


anſwer for. Bay | 

It may be urged further, that we are more 
ſcrupulous than there is any occalion to be; bur 
ſtill, as this carries no conviction to the mind, our 
duty is to be firm, and hold faſt that which is 
good. We may be wrong in our concluſions, but 
as long as they appear to us to be right, we are 


bound to maintain them, and have a claim on the 


candor and charity of thoſe who think differently. 
If what has been advanced is juſt, the | 
ITId, thing propoſed to be conſidered follows 

as a neceſſary conſequence, viz. That no one ought 


to ſuffer any diſgrace or puniſhment on the account 


of his religious principles. To ſay that a religious 
opinion deſerves puniſhment is a contradiction to 
all that we have been advancing in defence of the 


right of private judgment and a tree enquiry after 


truth, 
If indeed a perſon's religious principles occaſion 


a conduct which is injurious, and oppreſſive; if 


under their influence he invade the property of his 
neighbour, diſturb public peace, ſubverts good 
government, if, in a word, he endanger the ſafety 
of the ſtate, a man is anſwerable to his country for 
his conduct, and public ſecurity requires that he 
ſhould be reſtrained, But to go beyond this, is to 
oppreſs and perſecute. : 

Let a churchman be heard on this ſubject, I 
mean the diſcerning Paley, Archdeacon of Car- 
lie.“ „ The ſtate (ſays he) has undoubtedly a 
right to refuſe its power and its confidence to thoſe 
f who are known to ſeek its deſtruction. If the 


* Moral Philoſophy, p. 583. - ay 
generali 


| 
| 
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te generality of any religious ſect entertain diſpoſitions 
c hoſtile to the conſtitution, the profeſſors of that 
« religion may juſtly be excluded from offices of 
cc truſt and authority,” But at the ſame time that 
this writer advances theſe ſentiments, his teſtimony 
in favour of the political principles of Diſſenters 
ought not to be overlooked,* When we examine 
ct the ſects of chriſtianity which actually prevail in 
* the world, we muſt confeſs (ſays he) that (with 
te the ſingle exception of refuſing to bear arms) we 
“ find no tenet in any one of them, which incapaci- 
c tates men for the ſervice of the ſtate.” This 
is a juſt and honourable teſtimony. in favour of a 
large body of men, who have very long, and unde- 
ſervedly, been viewed with a jealous eye by the go- 
vernment of this country. To the wiſdom of that 
government Proteſtant Diſſenters are indebted for 
many privileges which their fore-fathers never en- 
joyed; but till, they labour under very heavy 
grievances, which as they are undeſerved, we think 
it our duty to endeavour (by all lawful means) to 
remove, In theſe enlightened days it ſeems ſtrangs 
that a man's opinion ſhould be deemed by any one 
to be deſerving of puniſhment. 

If in our deportment any thing hoſtile to the 
conſtitution of our country could be charged upon 
us, we ſhould think the grievances of which we 
this day complain deſerved puniſhment; we ſhould 
conſider an excluſion from places of truſt and au- 
thority a meaſure of wiſdom and ſelf- preſervation in 
the government. But we diſclaim all principtes 
leading to ſuch a conduct. Calumny herſelf muſt 
. bluſh to charge us with them. Woe can make our 
appeal with confidence to the humanity, ro the 


Moral Philoſophy, p. 582. 5 
wiſdom, 
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wiſdom, and the juſtice of our country. In the 
redreſs of our grievances we deſign no attack on the 
eſtabliſhed religion; we aſk no ſhare in the emolu- 
ments of the national church ; we only aſk to be 
conſidered as good ſubjects, and to be treated as 
ſuch.“ For our attachment to the principles of 


the glorious Revolution, for our unſhaken attachment 


to the Houſe of Hanover, for our loyalty, zeal, 
and affection to the Crown in two alarming rebel- 
lions, in a word, for our general conduct as men, 
we will not decline a compariſon with the beſt of 
ſubjects. The odious doctrine of paſſive obedience 
and non reſiſtance was never yet preached in any 
of our pulpits ; nor were the advocates for a Popiſh 
Pretender and the reſtoration of the Houſe of 
Stuart, ever found amongſt our people. Let thoſe 
who are ſo forward to impute dangerous principles, 
and want of loyalty to us, vindicate all the mem- 
bers of their own communion, as we are able to do 
thoſe of that to which we belong. 


Why 


The utmoſt that is wiſhed for by proteſtant diſſenters is, 
that they might be c/igible to offices When this is granted, 
it is unneceſſary to ſay that an appointment to them does not 
unavoidably follow. If government entertain any appre- 
henſion for the ſafety of the ſtate on the account of princi- 
ples which they are ſuppoſed to hold, it will always be eaſy to 
withhold that power which creates the alarm; and it cannot 
be doubted, if there be a neceſſity for it, that vigilance in 
this reſpect will be exerciſed both on the part of the crown, 
and our fellow-citizens. | 

1 The charge of diſaffection to the preſent government 
«« 15 inconſiſtent with the principles of proteſtant diſſenters, 
and unſupported by any part of their conduct. They 

have run greater riſques, and with greater unanimity to 
ſupport it, than any other ſet of men whatever. During 
the reign of Charles II. the ſmail remains of liberty in 
England were chiefly preſerved and cheriſhed by them. 
They reliſted with effect, the arbitrary deſigns of hn) 

14 an 
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Why then are we not relieved from the 
grievances of which we complain? Why muſt fel- 
lowſhip with the national church in the ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper be made the term of admiſ- 
fion to places of truſt and power? We ſee no con- 
nection between that ordinance, which was inſti- 
tuted for the purpoſe of commemorating the dying 
love of Jeſus, and a place of truſt under the Crown. 
We think the ordinance is proſtituted when it is 
received to anſwer a ſecular purpoſe, and we cannot 
in conſcience countenance the proſtitution.“ Surely 
as there is great wickedneſs in the profanation of an 
ordinance like that of the Supper, by converting 
it into an engine of the-ſtate, and rendering what 


was appointed to promote the communion of ſaints 
| | the 


65 


ec and his unfortunate brother, when their own immediate 
1% intereſt would have led them to unconditional ſubmiſſion. 
« They joined cordially in the revolution, and expoied 
*<, themſelves to the reſentment of a bigotted Princeſs, and 
„ an infatuated people, to ſecure the acceſſion of the houſe 
« of Hanover. The unkind returns they met with never 
« diminiſhed their attachment to that family, nor damped 
e their ardor in the cauſe of Liberty. In two rebellions, 
« without the exception of a fingle individual, they ſhewed 
«© a ſteady attachment to the preſent. government, while 
„„ within the pale of the church were found the zealous 
«© champions of paſlive obedience, and the Stuart race. 
„% Againſt facts ſo notorious the diſſenters cannot be accuſed 
« of diſaffedtion to the preſent government.” 
. Rights of Diſſenters, page 57. 
„The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is. groſsly and * 
inſulted and injured by the proſtitution of one of its ordi- 
nances to a purpoſe with which the chriſtian revelation as 
ſuch, has not the moſt diſtant conneQtion ; whith is totally 
foreign to the nature of its inſtitution, and ſubverſve of the 
deſign of its founder: wholly perrerung it from ſpiritual to 
civrl ends; from the religious end to make men better, to a 
ſupport of one party of chriſtians. againſt another. Not as a 
ſymbol of friendſhip, but of a party and diviſion; not in re- 
TN membrance 
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the monument of party jealouſies and diſtinctions ; 


ſo is there great cruelty and injuſtice in ſubjecting 
ſome of the moſt loyal of his Majeſty's people to a 
total incapacity to ſerve him, if they will not be- 
come partakers of this wickedneſs. That we do 
not complain of what is no grievance let the 
Journals of the Houſe of Lords teftify.— The 
« Lords think that an Engliſhman cannot be re- 
te duced to a more unhappy condition than to be 
e put by law under an incapacity of ſerving his 
ce prince and country; and, therefore, nothing but 
c crime of the ma deteſtable nature ought to put 
c him under ſuch a diſability.” . : 

We have no conſciouſneſs of ſuch a crime , our 
bittereſt enemies will not charge us with it ; but on 
the contrary, many of them are compelled to fay, 
that they think we deſerve well of the ſtate. We 
can have no doubt then but that the wiſe, the good, 
and liberal-minded amongſt our fellow-citizens, 


membrance of the death of Chriſt, but in memory of the 
grant of an office *.—Ibid. page 94. | 

Let us ſee how the mind of a great ſtateſman and orator is affected 
with this ſubject: 

What,“ ſays he, “ can be a greater proof of the indecency reſulting 
from the practice of qualifying by oaths, than if when a man was ſeen 
« going to take the facrament, it ſhould be aſked, © Is this man going 
to make his peace with God, and to repent him of his fins?” The 
« anſwer ſhould be, „No; he is going there, becauſe he has lately re- 
« ceived the appointment of Firſt Lord of the Treaſury ! !'? 

Debates of the Houſe of Commons, page 86.—Mr. Fox's Speech. 


+ The ny accuſation brought againſt us is nonconfo - 
mity. How far this is criminal, let the greateſt Lawyer of 
the age determine. | 
The caſe is quite altered ſince the act of Tole ration. It 
is now no crime for a man who is within the deſcription of 
that act ro ſay he is a diſſenter. Nor is it any crime for him 
not to take the ſacrament according to the rites of the church 
of England; nay, the crime is if he does it contrary to the d- 
tates of hi; conſcience, Lord Mansfield. 
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will conſider our cauſe as the cauſe of Liberty, and 
exert their endeavours to free us from thoſe 

preſſions which were impoſed in days of intolerance. 
= We cannot but think the times favourable to our 
reaſonable expectations, and therefore will not ſuffer 
ourſelves to be diſcouraged by the repeated defeats 
we have experienced. Every country is panting 
for the extenſion of civil and religious liberty. The 
rights of men, and particularly the rights of con- 
ſcience, begin to be revered in every nation. And 
Mall. Britons, whoſe boaſt for ſo many ages has 
been Liberty, ſuffer any of their brethren to com- 
plain of eppreſſion? Shall the Britiſh government, 
that wonderful effort of political wiſdom, deny to 
thoſe who ſtand foremoſt on the liſts of loyalty an 
opportunity of fighting her battles, and ſhedding 
their blood in her defence? Shall thoſe who love 
and revere her laws, be mortified by an incapacity 
to execute them? Shall thoſe who have contri- 
buted not a little to extend her commerce, and in- 
creaſe her wealth, be excluded from the direction of 
that commerce, and the management of that 
wealth ?* Shall the affected alarm of eccleſiaſtics, 
entrenched on the ſtrong ground of a national eſta- 


bliſhment, be attended to, rather than the cries of 
the 


elt may be ſuppoſed that the incapacities under which 
diſſenters lie by the corporation and teſt acts, extend only to 
civil and military poſts : But their commercial intereſts are | 
alſo very materially affected; for they “ can have no con- 
cern in the direction of the Bank of England, the Eaſt-India, 
Ruſſia, or South-Sea companies, or either of the two inſu- 
rance companies. They can hold no office in many hoſpi- 
tals, and other charitable inſtitutions. They are not per- 
mitted in ſome places to govern work-houſes, poor-houſes, 
and houſes of induſtry, &c,” * 

t 
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the feeble and the opprefied ?* Shall England learn 
of her once enſlaved rival to what extent liberty 
ought to be carried? EE | * 
Permit me, my, brethren, to quote the ſenti- 
ments which a Proteſtant miniſter (Monſieur Ra- 
band). is faid to have delivered iu the National 
Aſſembly of France. At the ſame time, I muſt. 
add, it is pity that ſentiments. contrary- to them 
were ever heard, either in that, or any other national 
aſſembly. ha Nora 
The queſtion diſcuſſed was this 
« Whether a perſon ought to be moleſted, o 
cc account of his religious opinions?” +, 
e He (ſays this great man) who attacks the. 
cc freedom of his fellow creatures, is only fit to live 
ce in ſlavery. Freedom, is a privilege at once ſacred, 
« and inviolable; which men bring with them into 


« the world, and which is deſigned to influence the 


That our 9 may know how terrible the penalties of 
the acts are, Iwill mention them; and at the ſame time 1 
muſt aſk, is it not ſhocking that any loyal ſubje ſhould be 
liable to them ?—Exercifing any office civil or military 
without qualification, ſubjects a perſon to the following pu- 
niſhment ;—** He is diſabled from thenceforth to ſuc or uſe 
«« any action, bill, plaint, or information in courſe of law, 
or to proſecute any ſuit' in any court of equity, or to be 
«© guardian of any child, or executor or adminiſtrator of 
«© any perſon, or capable of any legacy or deed of gift, 
„or to bear any office within England, Wales, or Berwick 
„ upon Tweed, and ſhall forfeit co. to be recovered by 
«© kim or them that ſhall ſue for the ſame.” cir 2 
8 Rights of Diſlenters, page 14, 15. 
It is hoped that this expreſſion will not be thought un- 
becoming by any who recollect that Mr. Pitt, in his ſpeech 
in the Houſe of Commons on Wedneſday, March 28, 1787, 
declared himſelf to be influenced in his oppoſition to Mr. 
Beaufoy's motion by the apprehenſions of the Biſhops. —See 
Prieſtley's Letter to Mr. Pitt, page 14. | 
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e whole of their opinions, The freedom of thought 
« js paramount to all power whatever; and its 
ce ſanctuary is the heart. To fetter the confcience 
ce js injuſtice, to enſnare 4t is an act of facrilege, but 
* to torture it by an attempt to force its feelings 
ce from their riety, is horrible intolerance ; it is 
cc the moſt abandoned violation of all the maxims 
ce of religion and — * 

Monſ. Raband proceeds to ſpeak concerning che 
French Proteſtants: The P nts are all for 
te their country, yet this cou has not given 
te them any benefits. They ve no motive to 
* excite their emulation, nor ar they itted to 
te enjoy the rewards of their civil, or chedr military 
A A "a 

« Tt is not for toleration 1 plead, (as to in- 
tt tolerance, that ſavage word, I hope it is exr N 
* for ever from our annals) Toleration | 
« the idea of pity, which is degrading to the dig- 
« nity of man. But Liberty ought to be the ſame 
c in all the world. And the followers of that kind 
« religion, which inculcates the true principles of 
te Hberty, are entitled to enjoy all the ſacred privi- 
& leges which are attached to human nature,” 

| Brethren, if I miſtake not, theſe noble ſenti- 
ments are in uniſon with all our hearts. May they 
prevail univerſally to the utter deſtruction of every 
thing which has the moſt diſtant approach toward 
perſecution and intolerance | 1 


AMEN, 


HYMN. 
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THOU great firſt cauſe, leaſt underſtood, 
Who all my ſenſe confin'd, 

To know but this, that thou art good, 
And that myſelf am blind, | 


What conſcience dictates to be done, 
Or warns me not to do, 

This teach me more than hell to ſhun, 
That more than heav'n purſue. - 


Let not this weak unknowing hand 
Preſume thy bolts to throw, 

And deal damnation round the land 

On each I judge thy foe, ' 


If I am right, oh grant me grace 
Still in the right to ſtay; 

If I am wrong, oh teach my heart 
To find that better way. 


To thee, whoſe temple is all ſpace, 
Whoſe altar, earth, ſea, ſkies ! 

One chorus let all beings raiſe! 
All nature's incenſe riſe ! 
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At 4 Meeting of Deputies from the Matti Con- 
fgregations of PROTESTANT DISSEN- 
_ TERS, in the County of Suffolk, held at Stow- 
market, on Tueſday the 18 of December, 1789, for 
' the Purpoſe of deliberating upon Meaſures proper to 
Te purſued for obtaining a Repeal of the CoRPoR a- 
' TION and Trsr AcTs. | 


JOHN CUMBERLAN D, Gentleman, 
in the Chair, 


IT WAS RESOLVED, 


Iſt, "THAT Liberty, Civil and Religious, is the 
unalienable right of every good citizen. 

IT. That where perfect liberty is enjoyed, all 
good citizens, of every denomination of religion, 
are uncontrouled in their ſentiments, writings, and 
modes of worſhip; and equally eligible in point of 
right to all offices of truſt, honour and emolument. 

ITI. That the Proteſtant Diſſenters of this realm, 
hold no principles inimical to the peace and order 
of ſociety, but are confeſſedly loyal and deſerving 
ſubjects. 


IV. 


[ 24 ) 

IV. That by the Corporation and Teſt Acts 
they have long been deprived of an important and 
unqueſtionable civil right, viz. That of being 
cligi ible to ſerve their King and country in many 

ie utility and confidence; and, by 
proſcription, are branded with a mark of infamy, 
and expoſed to ſevere penalties, as dangerous foes 

to the ſtate. | 

V. That by theſe acts, an ' ordinance of the 

FE Chriſtian Religion, inſtituted by its Divine Founder, 

f | ſolely with a ſpiritual view, is thamefully proſtituted 

5 to civil purpoſes, and made oſtentimes, to the 
irreligious and profane, a N to poſts of . 

ſecular power, dignity, and profit. | | | 

VI, That feeling our rights as citizens, and our 
obligations as Chriſtians, we are determined to 
adopt every conſtitutional meaſure, apparently cal- 
culated to procure the repeal of theſe acts, with 
firmneſs and perſeverance, 

VII. That at an era, diſtinguiſhed for its liberal 
and enlightened ſentiments, when we behold a 
neighbouring nation, which has long groaned under 
a moſt arbitrary government, as with one voice aſ- 
ſerting the rights of equal liberty, and nobly ſacri- 
ficing the prejudices of religion, and habits of deſ- 
potic rule, to the claims of reaſon and humanity ; 
and when even Roman Catholics are freely declar- 
ing, that diverſity of religious opinion is no bar to 
a mutual participation of all the privileges of ſo- 
ciety ; we cannot but hope that in a nation, long 
priding itſelf in an unrivalled attachment to juſtice 
and liberty, our moderate expectations will not be 
diſappointed. 5 

VIII. That we are determined on our parts, and 
recommend it to all our brethren, to ſhew a decided 

7 preference 
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preference at the enſuing general election, to the 
intereſt of ſuch candidates as are approved friends 
to the cauſe of civil and religiaus liberty. 

IX. That we are gratefully ſenſible of the zeal 
and ability which has been exerted by the Com- 
mittee of Diſſenters in London, to obtain the re- 

of the obnoxious ſtatutes; and while we ex- 
preſs our obligations to Edward Jeffries, Eſq. their 
Chairman, and to the Committee through him, for 
their eminent paſt ſervices, we confide in their per- 
ſeverance until the deſired object ſhall be obtained, 
aſſuring them that we ſhall be happy to concur in 
every peaceable meaſure adopted to ſecure it. 

X. That the thanks of this meeting. be tranſ- 
mitted to Henry Beaufoy, Eſq. for the diſtinguiſhed 
ability gad energy with which he has — 
aſſerted * the rights of the Diſſenters, in the Houſe 
of Commons, and to Sir Henry Houghton, Bart. 
the Right Hon. Charles James Fox, William 
Smith, Eſq. and all the other Members of Parlia- 
ment who have voted for the repeal of the Teſt 
and Corporation Acts. 

XI. That the Chairman of this meeting, and 
the Deputies from the different congregations, be 
a Committee, for the purpoſe of co-operating with 
any other public bodies of Diſſenters in the king- 
dom, that have united in the purſuit of the ſame 
laudable object, and that copies of theſe reſolutions. - 
be tranſmitted to Edward Jeffries, Eſq. and the 
Chairman of every other aſſociated body of Diſ- 
ſenters. 

XII. That the Chairman, and any Five of the 
Committee, be empowered at any future time to 
call a general meeting of the deputies from the dif- 
ferent congregations 2 2 county. 


XIII. 


UL 263 
XIII. That the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the Rev. John Mead Ray, for his ſermon 
ached on the occaſion of this wertig and 
be be requeſted to print it. | 
XIV. har the thanks of this meeting be given 
to the Chairman for his impartial conduct. in the 
chair, and that he be deſired to have theſe Reſolu- 
tions printed in the Ipſwich, Bury, and Chelmsford} 
newſpapers, and the General Evening Poſt. 
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JOHN CUMBERLAND., 
18 1A 53. 
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